}f){%-/. 7%@5%“%, Lahe A

LUTRIN ARproyEd For Rete Fse 2005/01/05 : CIA- RDPW ALy, ()a//;u
NEWS , - '
E-9,106 !
§-9,501 f
|

JUN 4 19;8

D L LT T (T . —— i

/ lexm Piczy.a ﬁw Un Wca hmgu@n
.

One Einal Sound On Bug i:ﬁ

s

1 By SARAH McCLENDON iﬂ Besxdes, he said, the CIA is so secretlve 7‘“ ‘
! The Luflin News i and so unusual that its activities should not : ‘

v “

i Washinzio ¢ dont, ¢ be the subject of public debate. “It is so dif- ;

H g n orrebpon on b

. WASHINGTON . ‘forent. If we follow the regular ritual with | .
‘ — . it and force public disclbsure of its activities - 1

How informal and irregular have been re-. as we do other government agencies, then we -

I ports “made-to~thewatchdog—commiltee of ! Wlll destroy the CIA. f
) Congl ess by the Central Intelhgence Agency ' There is another reason, too — “There has. ¥

in the past was revealed here in'a press never Leon a leak from the watchdog com-. {
\confewnce by..Sen. John Stennis, D., Miss., mx‘d ee,” le said. 5 _
chaifman of the Senate Preparedness sub- " But when pressed by questioners as to j
‘committee, and a member of the Senata’s : Whether the watchdog committee of mem.. ; ‘
Armed Services and Appr opnatxons commit. f bers from Armed Services and Appropria-

tees.
Senator Stennis is believed to be the suc}

Armed Services comxmttee and second man
on the Appropriations Committee. i

Stennis made it emphatic — he {8'opposed
to the proposal of Sen. J. William Fulbright,

D., Ark.,, and Sen. Eugene McCarthy, D.,

an “ and others that members of the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Committce be added.to
the small group from Senate Armed Forces

Services Appropriations committees which .

watchdogs the CIA. The Foreign Relations
Committee takes the view that the CIA some
times gets into the posxtxon of starting con-
flicts, overthrowing foreign governments or
stabilizing them,

They think the Foreign Relations Comii:it-
tee ought to be kept informed, since ti.sc
are matters they are supposed to pass on
first for the Senate. As Senator McCa: hy
said, the CIA can and has done some thiigs

Jin fmexgn relations that are not supposed

to be done without the approval of Con-
gress.

Senator Stennis said he was unalterably
opposed to adding Foreign Relations Coms- "

mittee members to the watchdog group. He i

opposes it strictly because he says it .is
against the rules of the Senate, under whxch
certain junsdlctwns are assigned to a com-
mittee. He said it is totally. unfitting and
against all precedent for a committee to
come in'and by simple ma;ority of the Senate
move to add to jts duties, ' . -,

;tions ever.really met as A committee, Stennis +
“disclosed that it had been the pattern for -

“priations, being an expert himself, and with .

cessor designate to the Senate’s strong map, , some one from CIA from time to time to

Richard B. Russell, D., Ga., chairman of fts | 8ain Russell's ear and report to him, RUS'--:

; sell, as agent for Armed Services and Appr o-:-,'

his high rank, to control these two groups, ¥ ,‘
(particularly in view of the ailing health of | |
the 86-year-old chairman of the Appropria«i 5
tions Committee, Carl Hayden, of Ariz. ), b '

;

would reassure the CIA or accept their word
for things.

Then Stennis disclosed that last year when |
Russell was ill for some time himself and !

Stennis was acting head of the Armed Ser- i

vices Committee, he became concerned about

"his own responsibility in connection with the '
CIA, and thus he called together a commit- - f
tee meeting on the subject. It probably came * -

as a shock to the CIA. In this way, other
members of the committee had a chance to
learn what was going on and to share in the
blame and the knowledge.

}

i But the inference was left that when "

i Russell returned, the CIA went back to thenr
iold practice of one man, one ear,

; Who else in' government acts as a check on .
the CIA?

Stennis said “The CIA is under the direct
;control of the President and the National Se- |
.cuuty Council. The Security Council passes
‘fon all of its activities.”

+  Asked if the watch dog committees of Con-

‘gress could not keep closer watch in future, s
, Stenn'i.s said "it could be with staff that will,
tecome” e o
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